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October 5. I went to the sessions at Wakefielcl, where we were ten justices of the peace, and I gave the charge. Mr. Peebles (whom I had before recommended to my Lord Halifax to be made a justice of the peace) accepted of being lieutenant to my troop instead of Mr. Batty.
October 7. In my return from Wakcncld, by God's mercy, I escaped a great danger, my horse tailing with me upon the edge of a precipice; but I throwing myself from my horse the other way, got no great harm, and gave my horse the opportunity to recover himself, though his hinder legs were already off the side of the bank.
October 8. I was godfather to Mr. Turner's first son, chief steward to the Marquis of Halifax, who lived at Wakefielcl. The child's name was John.
October 10. I received a letter of thanks from the Marquis of Halifax, as to the management of the treaty aforesaid with the Duke of Newcastle, though 1 could not effect the setting of it. on foot; however, I Hounded the Duke's thoughts and inclinations in the tiling as from myself, and in that manner that he did not in the least believe that I did it by any commission from the Marquis; so that upon the whole matter I found the Duke woulcl give nothing with his daughter in present, but declared she should be worth 60,000^. at his death or second marnago, in case he survived his duchess and married again ; but this did not satisfy the Marquis, and yet he WUH pleased to find the utmost of what would be done without being seen to ask it, as appears by his lordship's letter to me in hcec verba : 'I'am to give you such thanks as are due to one that acteth not only as a kind friend but a wise one, in everything that is recommended to you. The part you lately undertook was of such a nature, both so nice in itself, and in respect of those you had to dual with, that I know very few besides yourself that are capable of handling it in such a manner; but, after this, I must tell you that, let the thing in itself be ever so advisable, the means of